
 
May 13, 2015 
 
 

 
Dear Joint Finance Committee Members: 
 
The Green Bay Board of Education and District administration greatly appreciate your support of public 
education and willingness to consider it a top priority as you work on a challenging 2015-17 state budget. We 
thank you for your comments regarding restoring the $127 million cut to per pupil funding, as this would result 
in a $3.3 million loss of revenue for our school district as we face growing challenges with student mobility, 
increasing poverty, and growing English Language Learner population. 
 
However, it is important to note that restoring the $127 million brings the District’s budget back to a zero 
increase, which ignores the fact that school costs continue to rise. 
 
As we have been meeting with community members and parents in regard to our concerns regarding K-12 
public education funding, they share the sentiment expressed in the Marquette Poll that increased spending on 
public schools is more important that reducing property taxes. 
  
On behalf of our school district, we urge the Joint Finance Committee members to use funding allocated in the 
current budget for property tax relief to provide a modest increase in funding for schools. The District would 
direct these much needed resources toward efforts that improve student achievement. 
 
As stated in a previous communication to Joint Finance Committee members, the District state budget 
priorities include: 
  

 Remove the school accountability provisions from the budget and consider in separate legislation.     

 Restore $150 per pupil aid for 2015-16 school year. 

 Adjust revenue limits to match inflation and adjust low revenue ceiling accordingly. 

 Provide a modest increase in state aid for Special Education services. 

 Provide increased funding to support existing English Language Learner (ELL) programs to aid the 
District in serving its growing population of ELL students and families (18.2% of the District). 

 Remove the expansion to the statewide voucher program.  

 Remove the statewide chartering board that could authorize charters. This budget provision removes 
local control from publicly elected school boards, and eliminates community oversight of public tax 
dollars. 

 
The Green Bay community supports the amazing work that is occurring in our schools every day. We are 
working to overcome significant challenges in students’ lives and we are successful.  Two former ELL students 
who exemplify this are graduating this year – one with a full scholarship to Princeton and another who received 
the Jack Kent Cook scholarship and will be attending the University of Minnesota. 
 
We ask that you support our students -- they deserve to be our priority – Every Child. Every Day. 
 
Sincerely, 

        
Brenda Warren, Board President      Mike Blecha, Legislative Liaison  
 

 
Michelle Langenfeld, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools and Learning 


